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PROPOSED AIRSPACE CHANGES FOR RUNWAY 13/31 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

How and when was the new runway project approved? 

The development of a new runway and preliminary concepts for the new flight paths were 
developed as part of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Sunshine Coast 
Airport Expansion project. 
 
The EIS was the subject of extensive community engagement during its development (2012-
14) and during two public consultation periods in 2014 and 2015. 
 
During this process the project was assessed by Local, State and Federal Government 
agencies and on 18 July 2016, the project received Commonwealth approval of 'controlled 
action', subject to conditions.  This action and the ensuing environmental and other 
approvals have authorised the progression of the development of the new runway 13/31, 
which is currently under construction. 
 
An analysis of the proposed flight paths and airspace design being presented by Airservices 
Australia to the community in 2019 indicates there is minimal change to the flight paths and 
information originally provided in the EIS to the community in 2014 and 2015, including 
details of the flight path which crosses the coast between Marcus Beach and Castaways 
Beach. Please see the maps at Figure 1 and Figure 2 to see this demonstrated. 
 

Why do we need a new runway? 

The current runway is too short, too narrow and subject to wind which causes constraints on 
the capacity to grow passenger numbers, destinations and freight capacity.  
 
The new runway, currently under construction, is longer, wider and more aligned with 
prevailing winds. It will have an operational length of 2,450 metres and 45 metres wide. 
 
The new runway will cater for a wide range of aircraft types, enabling access to all of 
Australia, the southern and western Pacific and South-east Asia from the Sunshine Coast.  
Studies completed during the EIS period, anticipate this project will generate 2,230 new full-
time direct and indirect jobs by 2040 and contribute $4.1billion to Gross Regional Product 
(2020-2040). 
 
Once completed, wide-body Code E aircraft favoured by the world’s airlines for medium haul 
international flights will be able to access the Sunshine Coast, which means the Airport will 
have the potential to attract 2 million passengers to the Sunshine Coast annually.  
 
These aircraft are also quieter and more fuel efficient than their predecessors.  
 
  

http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/referralslist/referral-details/?id=4b817a12-4c67-e511-b4b8-005056ba00ab
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/referralslist/referral-details/?id=4b817a12-4c67-e511-b4b8-005056ba00ab


 

 

 

 

 

Was the community consulted during the EIS process? 

The stakeholder engagement process for the EIS for this project started in February 2012 
when the EIS process was advertised by the Office of the Coordinator-General. 
 
During the EIS development stages (May 2012 to July 2014) there were briefings for all 
levels of government, community and special interest groups. A dedicated project enquiry 
telephone number, project database and email address were established and extensive 
information was distributed online via the Council and Sunshine Coast Airport websites and 
social media channels.  
 
A community newsletter and survey were letterbox dropped to 26,737 households at the 
time and the EIS program was advertised both in print and online and received extensive 
media coverage on local television, newspapers and radio. 
 
The official public consultation period for the EIS was conducted between Monday 29 
September – Thursday 13 November 2014, during which time, the community and 
stakeholders were consulted at more than 24 briefing sessions, three community information 
sessions and six shopping centre kiosks. 
 
The consultation period was advertised extensively in print, television and radio media 
channels; information bulletins were distributed to 32,000 households; an online noise tool, 
noise booklet, project fly through and factsheets were developed and made available at 
various locations including council offices and public libraries.  Information was also 
distributed by email to the project database, through social media channels and via 
extensive media coverage. 
 
The community engagement process undertaken by Council in respect of the EIS for the 
Sunshine Coast Airport Expansion project is arguably the most comprehensive engagement 
process ever undertaken for a major infrastructure project on the Sunshine Coast. 
 
Additional Information to the Environmental Impact Statement (AEIS) including additional 
information on aircraft noise, was released for public and agency comment from 2-30 
November 2015 and a total of 1,240 submissions were received in response. 
 
Sunshine Coast Council took every effort to inform residents about the project, resulting in 
the requisite project approvals being granted by State and Federal Governments.  
 
The EIS and the Coordinator-General’s findings are available online on the Department of 
State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning website*. 
 
Please refer to EIS: Volume A7 Stakeholder Engagement Summary 2012-2104 
and Additional Information Statement (AEIS) and the Coordinator-General’s evaluation 
report for further details. 

 

  

https://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/assessments-and-approvals/sca-expansion-project-eis-documents.html


 

 

 

 

 
Is the community being adequately consulted now and will our 
feedback change the outcome? 

Sunshine Coast Council, Airservices Australia and Sunshine Coast Airport are committed to 
communicating and engaging with all stakeholders on the flight paths and airspace 
architecture for the new runway, which is based on the information that was made available 
and subject to extensive community engagement as part of the development of the EIS.  
 
The current community engagement process is underway and is a genuine opportunity for 
residents to provide feedback on the proposed airspace and flight path design.  All feedback 
will be compiled and considered by Airservices Australia in finalising the airspace and flight 
path design.   
 
The community engagement process has been advertised in the local newspapers, 
individual invitations have been sent to community groups, a letter has been distributed to 
residents in the flight path areas, respondents during the EIS period have been notified via 
email and the process has already received extensive media coverage. 
 
Two stakeholder briefings, eight drop-in sessions and three information kiosk sessions were 
scheduled between 20 March 2019 and 14 April 2019.  
 
The final date for submissions to Airservices Australia is Tuesday 30 April 2019. 
 
Feedback can be provided about the flight paths via the submission of an online form 
at: https://feedback.emsbk.com/asa or via post to: 
 
Noise Complaints and Information Service 
Airservices Australia 
PO Box 211 

MASCOT NSW 1460  
 
 
  

https://feedback.emsbk.com/asa


 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1: This map shows the concept flight paths from the EIS previously provided in the 

online noise tool as compared to the current flight paths for Runway 31 proposed by 
Airservices Australia. 

 

 

Based on historical weather data  
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Figure 2: This map shows the concept flight paths from the EIS previously provided in the 

online noise tool as compared to the current flight paths for Runway 13 proposed by 
Airservices Australia. 
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Will there be any impact on air quality and rainwater tanks? 

Airspace, aircraft noise, air quality and social and visual impacts, among many other things, 
were investigated extensively during the EIS process for the Airport expansion project. 
 
Sunshine Coast Council is advised the proposed airspace changes will not have any impact 
on water catchments or rainwater tanks.  
 
Studies have demonstrated that emissions will be well below Environmental Protection (Air) 
Policy air quality objectives. 
 
The EIS and the Coordinator-General’s findings are available online on the Department of 
State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning website*. Please refer to EIS 
(Environmental Impact Statement) Volume D: Airspace and Aircraft Noise.  

 

Noise impacts  

Sunshine Coast Council has analysed available information provided from Airservices 
Australia to provide the community with a range of noise forecasts for areas within a 3km 
corridor directly under the arrival flight path for Runway 13. 
  
Aircraft generally land and take off into the wind. At any given time, the runway will either 
operate as Runway 13 or Runway 31 - depending on the wind direction.  
 
Based on wind data it is expected that Runway 13 will be operational approximately 77% of 
the time - meaning aircraft will land from the north-west and take off to the south-east. 
 
Sunshine Coast Airport currently caters for up to 17 jet passenger aircraft per day. Flight 
numbers are however, expected to grow over time, following the commissioning of the new 
13/31 runway and as the region continues to grow.  
 
Accordingly, when the new runway opens, 17 jet passenger flights are expected per day, 
either on approach or departure, depending on the wind direction.  
 
Further away from the airport, aircraft traffic is dispersed over the different flight paths, 
depending on factors such as aircraft technology, operational requirements and where the 
aircraft is arriving from. 

  

https://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/assessments-and-approvals/sca-expansion-project-eis-documents.html


 

 

 

 

 
Airservices Australia maintains a website about aircraft noise and below is a comparison 
table to give some context to residents about what they will hear. 
 
 

 
 

 
http://aircraftnoise.com.au/causes-of-aircraft-noise/measuring-aircraft-noise/ 

   

http://aircraftnoise.com.au/causes-of-aircraft-noise/measuring-aircraft-noise/


 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1 – Northern Approach Zones 

 
Table 1 – Northern Approach Zone Results 

  

Figure 3: Noise impacts for 
households in a 3km corridor of the 
arrival flight paths for Runway 13 



 

 

 

 

 
Figure 2 – Example locations 

 
Table 2 – Example locations with maximum anticipated noise 

Pin Description Max Noise (db)

1 Corner Toolborough Rd and Yandina-Coolum Rd, Yandina Creek 75

2 Corner N Arm Yandina Creek Rd and McCords Rd 68

3 Corner N Arm Yandina Creek Rd and  Toolborough Rd 70

4 Corner eumundi-Noosa Rd and Tallgum Ave 67

5 Bend on Sunshine Motorway near Grays Road 64

6 David Low Way at entrance to Marcus Dune Court 62

7 Corner Dath Henderson Rd and Cooroy Mountain Rd 58

8 Corner McKinnon Dr and Lake Cooroibah Rd 60

9 Bruce Highway underpass 60

Figure 4: Noise impacts for 
relatable locations 



 

 

 

 

 
Figure 3 
Council has undertaken an analysis of the proposed northern approach flight paths provided 
by Airservices Australia. This figure shows zones along each approach path which: 
 

• Approximate minimum aircraft heights in 1000 feet segments 

• Identify a 3km wide corridor (i.e. 1.5km either side of the flight paths) 

• are based on proposed flight path information available as at 2019 and maximum 
noise for forecasted aircraft models (including A320, B787 & B737) 

 
A 3km wide corridor has been selected as it contains available 60db noise contours for 
regular jet passenger aircraft expected to operate into Sunshine Coast Airport. 60db is 
equivalent to the sound of normal conversation and is a common noise level used in 
Australia to communicate aviation noise. 
 
The three northern approach paths are coloured green, red and blue to help provide relative 
information for each path in Table 1. 
 
Table 1 
This table provides information relative to each zone in Figure 3. The information includes: 
 

• the minimum height range expected for regular jet passenger aircraft to fly on 

approach over these paths 

• the maximum noise expected to be heard on the ground from regular jet passenger 

aircraft flying at the heights shown. Note that aircraft are expected to fly higher than 

the minimum height, which will reduce the noise on the ground. 

• How many households are estimated to be located in each zone. 

 

Figure 4 

This figure shows the same zones as in Figure 3 but includes a number of example locations 
to assist in understanding precise locations. 
 
Table 2 
This table provides a description for each example location shown in Figure 4 along with the 
maximum noise expected to be heard on the ground from regular jet passenger aircraft and 
how this noise level will sound. 
 


